








































































McClymont, Keelan 

From: 
�6�H�Q�W����
To: 
�6�X�E�M�H�F�W����

Good morning, 

Margaret Hodder < margaretmhodder@gmail.com > 
Tuesday, May 21 , 2019 4:54 AM 
Council Clerk - Testimony 
Testimony for Council item 477 on 5/22 

I would like to submit written testimony regarding the upcoming city budget approval on Wednesday ������������It is pasted 
below: 

Unfortunately I could not be present today to offer this testimony in-person. This is because I am due to report to night 
shift work (I am a nurse at OHSU). I respectfully request that the Council reach a budget compromise so Portland Parks 
and Recreation may keep the Sellwood Community Center and Columbia Pool open for business. I believe Commissioner 
Hardesty has found such a compromise. 

In order to better depict the real pain these cuts will inflict upon Portland kids, allow me to briefly tell you about one of 
them - my son Christopher. When we first arrived in Portland, Sellwood Community Center welcomed us with open 
arms. We began walking to their morning toddler programs, talking with our new neighbors, and petting the cat Kenai. 
Relief washed over us as new parents when we saw Chris make his first Portland friends. Sellwood has stoked Chris's 
love of learning and school. Rarely does a day go by where my little boy asks, "When do I go to school?" What do you 
suggest I say to him? 

When the day to sign up for preschool finally came this February, my husband and I made arrangements so we could 
hopefully be first in line that morning. Even though he arrived two hours in advance, my husband found other parents 
had arrived even earlier than that to start the line. This speaks to the unending need for quality early childhood 
education in close-in Portland. 

I am not na"ive to the serious challenges facing this city, however, I am curious as to why the city recommends draconian 
budget cuts at a time of record tax revenues. Why are we funding a ferry study, portable homeless bathrooms, and 
transportation pet projects? The council ought to prioritize the needs of its children and working-class families first. I 
urge you to vote in favor of a budget compromise that keeps our Parks, and our families, whole. 

Thank you. 

Maggie Hodder 
Sellwood 
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Amendment to Item 477 - Commissioner Fritz 

Amend the proposed budget to increase funding to subsidize historic resource review costs: 

Bureau of Development Services 

Allocate $70,000 of one-time General Fund resources to the Bureau of Development Services to 
subsidize costs associated with providing historic resource review and allow review fees to remain at 
levels better aligned with the type of structural change. The funding source for this add will be an 
$70,000 one-time reduction to General Fund contingency. Amend Attachments B, C, and E as necessary. 




